
OUR 2026 PROGRAM

OUR MC 
Francisco Lopez 

(He/him) National Health Lead, 
ACON’s Pride Inclusion Programs

WELCOME TO COUNTRY 
Uncle Michael West 

(He/him) Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land Council

OPENING ADDRESS 
Michael Woodhouse 

(He/him) CEO, ACON

NOMINATED AWARDS

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP AWARD 
Presented by Francisco Lopez

LGBTQ+ INCLUSIVE INNOVATION 
AWARD 

Presented by Gabby Clezy 
(She/her) Executive Manager, Partnerships and 

Engagement, Hunter, New England & Central Coast 
Primary Health Network

LGBTQ+ ALLY OF THE YEAR 
Presented by Professor Kerryn Phelps AM 

(She/her) Patron, Pride in Health + Wellbeing

LGBTQ+ ROLE MODEL AWARD 
Presented by Michael Ebeid AM 

(He/him) Patron, Pride in Health + Wellbeing

KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Anna Flynn 

(She/they) Director, Partnering with Consumers, 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality 

in Health Care

HEALTH + WELLBEING 
EQUALITY INDEX AWARDS 
Presented by Tidge Madrigal 

(They/them) Senior Relationship Manager 
Pride in Health + Wellbeing 

and Francisco Lopez

BRONZE & SILVER 
SERVICE PROVIDERS 

GOLD SERVICE PROVIDERS 
MOST IMPROVED SERVICE PROVIDER 

SERVICE PROVIDER OF THE YEAR

THANKS & CLOSING REMARKS 
Chris Keely 

(He/him) Deputy Director 
ACON’s Pride Inclusion Programs

https://www.prideinhealth.com.au/pride-in-health-wellbeing-home/awards/


Find out more at health.gov.au/STI

Make STI testing your

Do the test 
part before 
the best part 
Anyone who is sexually active can get 

a sexually transmissible infection (STI). 

STI testing is quick and easy and just part 

of the job for your health professional. 

Use protection and book a check-up today. 

STI testing 
is simple and over 
before you know it. 

https://www.health.gov.au/


OUR KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Anna Flynn (She/they) is a Director at the Australian Commission on 
Safety and Quality in Health Care where she has led the Partnering with 

Consumers program for nearly five years.  The program has a focus on achieving 
best practice person-centred care with a strong grounding in the 

Australian Charter of Health Care Rights.

Prior to this Anna worked at the Independent Hospital Pricing Authority for 
nine years working in Policy Development and Communication.  In this role she 
worked on ways to integrate innovative funding models as well as value-based 

health care initiatives as part of the National Health Reform Agreement.

Anna is passionate about improving health systems for everyone in Australia 
and has a keen interest in health literacy and helping health services to work 

with different diversity groups.

https://www.prideinhealth.com.au/pride-in-health-wellbeing-home/awards/


WITH THANKS TO THE 
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT 

OUR 2026 PLATINUM SPONSOR

AND TO OUR 2026 SPONSOR 
OF THE LGBTQ+ INCLUSIVE 

INNOVATION AWARD

Hunter, New England and Central Coast Primary Health Network

The 2026 
Pride in Health +Wellbeing 

Awards received funding from the 
Australian Government

https://www.prideinhealth.com.au/pride-in-health-wellbeing-home/awards/
https://thephn.com.au/


ABOUT OUR 
2026 PLATINUM SPONSOR

The Australian Government Department of Health, Disability and Ageing 
is pleased to sponsor the Pride in Health + Wellbeing Awards again in 2026.

Our vision is to deliver better health and wellbeing for all Australians, now and for future 
generations.  It is a priority for the Australian Government to promote health equity for all 
Australians, including LGBTIQA+ people.  We appreciate the unique qualities, attributes, 

skills and perspectives of LGBTIQA+ communities.  In December 2024, the Australian 
Government released the National Action Plan for the Health and Wellbeing of LGBTIQA+ 
People 2025-2035.  The Action Plan provides a national framework to guide how Australia 

addresses LGBTIQA+ health and wellbeing disparities and make improvements across 
the health system.  We are also committed to being an inclusive, culturally aware, and 

responsive employer through our workplace policies and practices.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
OF COUNTRY

We recognise the diversity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people,  
their experiences, cultures, languages and practices, and the richness of  

their contributions to the places where we work, live and play.  

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of Country across 
Australia and their continuing connection to lands, waters, skies and communities.  

We pay respect to Elders past and present, and extend this to all  
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people joining us today.

https://www.prideinhealth.com.au/pride-in-health-wellbeing-home/awards/


Vaping is dangerous 
to your health

Nicotine addiction

Lung damage

Persistent coughing

Reduced fitness

Don’t risk:

Find support

health.gov.au/vaping

Scan to download

http://www.health.gov.au/vaping

